GOD AND YOU
(Access for All version)

STUDY GUIDE

INTRODUCTION

Which part of the Bible will we study?

Over the next six weeks we will look at part of Paul’s letter to the Christians in
Rome (we call this letter ‘Romans’). This is one of 13 letters or books written by
Paul. It is found in the New Testament part of the Bible. The New Testament is
the part of the Bible that was written after Jesus was born.

Who was Paul?
Paul was an apostle. An apostle is someone who knew all about Jesus’ life and
teaching, and was specially chosen by Jesus to teach the new Christian church.

Paul was born with the name Saul. He was a Jew and he learned about the
Jewish religion under a man called Gamaliel. Gamaliel was the most important
Jewish teacher of that time. As a Jew, Saul became a powerful leader with great
knowledge. He was respected very much by the Jewish people. During this time
in his life, Saul hated Christians—he had them put into prison and even killed.

Then one day Jesus Christ appeared to him in a vision. You can read the story in
the Bible, in the book of Acts, chapter 9. As a result, Saul became a Christian. He
changed his name from Saul to Paul and began to teach about Jesus Christ. This
teaching was called the ‘good news’ or ‘gospel’ of Jesus Christ.

From then on, Paul travelled all over the Roman Empire, teaching and starting
churches. He often wrote letters to churches and to people that he knew. Many of
these letters are now part of the New Testament in the Bible.

Why will we look at the letter to the Romans?

In the letter to the Romans, Paul wrote a summary of the Christian message —in
fact, it was a summary of the message of the whole Bible. In the next seven
sessions we will look at most of the first five chapters in Romans.

Each week we will ask three questions:

R 1. Find Out: What does the text say?

C) 2. Think About It: Is this true? Does it fit with what we see in the world?

3. The Big Questions: What does this say about me?



We do this because we want you to understand what the Christian message
says. Many people think they know what the Christian message is, but actually
they have not read the Bible. The Bible says something very different to what
most people think the Christian message is.

At the end of the seven sessions you may not agree with the Christian message.
You may not want to believe the Christian message. But we hope that you will
understand what it says.
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WHO IS SPEAKING?
Bible Text: Romans 1 v 1-6 and 16-20

THINK ABOUT IT
. In what ways can you communicate with other people? Think of as
many different ways as you can.

) o Do you know about other religions? How do gods in other religions
communicate to people?

) o3 Some ways of communicating are not very clear. You have to
guess (or ‘interpret’) the meaning of the communication. What ways
of communicating are the clearest?

) a Imagine you go into the home of a person you know nothing about.
What can you learn about them? What can’t you learn about them?
If they wrote a letter to you personally, what extra information could
that give you?

READ THE BIBLE
Read Romans 1 v 1-6 and 16-20
(See Bible Text on p6.)



FIND OUT

5. According to Paul, what do people know about God? (See verses
19-20.)
Q 6. This passage shows God has communicated to the world in

two ways. What are they?
* Look at verse 20.

e Look at verse 2.

THINK ABOUT IT

4 Think back to question 4.
* Which way of communication from God is like looking round a
home?

* Which way of communication from God is like getting a letter?

* Can you know God—not just know about him—through creation
alone? (‘Creation’ is everything God has made.)

* Where do you need to start if you want to know God?

FIND OUT
: 8. What is the most important thing that God has communicated?
(See v 2-5.)

Q 9. What results can this message bring? (See v 16-17.)

Q 10. Look at v 1. Are these only Paul’s ideas?



Q 11.  Look at v 18. What do people do with the truth? Why do you think
they do that?

THINK ABOUT IT
7 12.  What kind of things do people hope or expect God to say to them?

©) 13.  If the Good News of Jesus is the most important thing God has to
say, what is the first and most important thing God wants us to
know?

) 14, Howdo people today hide the truth about God?

SUMMARY: What this says about me

0 | should know there is a God (who is generous, who is far greater than
me and who | need), because | live in the universe which he has made.

0 Living in God’s universe should make me want to get to know him.

6 To get to know God, | need more communication from him than just
what | see in this world.

6 God has given a written message to me; it came through prophets (in
the Old Testament), and it comes through Jesus (in the New
Testament).

6 This message tells me the Good News about Jesus; it is for people of
all nations to believe and obey—that includes me.

THE BIG QUESTIONS
* Am | someone who hides or who listens to the truth about God?

* How can | be a listener?




SESSION ONE: BIBLE TEXT (New Century Version)

Romans 1 v 1-6

1. From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus. God called me to be an apostle and
chose me to tell the Good News.

2. God promised this Good News long ago through his prophets, as it is written in
the Holy Scriptures.

3-4. The Good News is about God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. As a man, he
was born from the family of David. But through the Spirit of holiness he was
declared to be God’s Son with great power by rising from death.

5. Through Christ, God gave me the special work of an apostle, which was to
lead people of all nations to believe and obey. | do this work for him.

6. And you who are in Rome are also called to belong to Jesus Christ.

Dictionary

apostle (v1) - someone who knew all about the teaching and life of Jesus from
following him. They were specially chosen by Jesus to teach.

Good News (v1) - God’s message about Jesus

prophet (v2) - someone who brings God’s message.

Holy Scriptures (v2) -the message of God written down.

Lord (v3-4) - master, King, the one you obey

David (v3-4) - the most famous Old Testament King of Israel.

Spirit of holiness (v3-4) - the Holy Spirit, who is also called the Spirit of God and the Spirit of
Christ. The Bible teaches that the Holy Spirit is one of the 3 persons of
God. The other 2 persons are the LORD, who is also called the Father,
and the Son, who is Jesus.

Romans 1 v 16-20

16. | am not ashamed of the Good News, because it is the power God uses to
save everyone who believes — to save the Jews first, and then to save non-Jews.
17. The Good News shows how God makes people right with himself—that it
begins and ends with faith. As the Scripture says, ‘But those who are right with
God will live by faith.’

18. God'’s anger is shown from heaven against all the evil and wrong things
people do. By their own evil lives they hide the truth.

19. God shows his anger because some knowledge of him has been made clear
to them. Yes, God has shown himself to them.

20. There are things about him that people cannot see — his eternal power and all
the things that make him God. But since the beginning of the world those things
have been easy to understand by what God has made. So people have no
excuse for the bad things they do.

Dictionary
faith (v17) - trust in what God has done.
evil (v18) - very bad.

excuse (v20) - a reason which tries to explain away what you have done.
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WHAT IN THE WORLD ARE WE DOING? (Part 1)

Bible Text: Romans 1 v 18-32

Summary so far:
6 God has spoken clearly to this world in the Holy Scriptures, which tell us
about Jesus.

The Big Questions from Session One:
* Am | someone who hides or who listens to the truth about God?
e How can | be a listener?

READ THE BIBLE
Read Romans 1 v 18 —23.
(See Bible Text on p10.)

FIND OUT
R 1. (v 18) How does God feel? Why?

R

N

Who do you think decides what is right and wrong?
R s (v 18 - 20) What truth do people hide?

* Why do they hide the truth?
K 4, (v 20) What truth can people know about God?

Q 5. (v 20) How can people know that truth?

* [s there any good reason for not knowing that truth?



Q 6. (v 20-21) When people know the truth about God, what should
they do ?

* And what shouldn't they do?

Q 7. (v 21-23) What sort of people do they become when they hide the
truth about God?

READ THE BIBLE
Read Romans 1 v 24 -32.
(See Bible Text on p10.)

FIND OUT
: 8. How does God show his anger? (See v 24, 26, 28.)

THINK ABOUT IT

- 9. This is different to the way most people think God shows his anger.
What do most people think?

FIND OUT
Q 10.  People did wrong things because they decided to go their own way.
What wrong things did they do? (See v 25, 26-27, 29-31.)

Q 11.  Look at v 29-31 again. Are you surprised by any of the wrong things
mentioned here?

* Which ones seem not too bad?
Q 12.  What other truth do people know about God?

* Does knowing this change them?



THINK ABOUT IT
. 13. Sowho are the people Paul has been talking about in chapter 1?

) 14. Whatdo you think about these people?

SUMMARY: What this says about me

o God is angry because of all the evil and wrong things that people do—so God
is angry with me if | do any of these things.

o God shows his anger by letting us do what we want; God might not stop me
doing what | want, but that doesn’t mean he is happy with the way | live.

o If 1 do evil and wrong things like these people, God's law says that | should
die.

THE BIG QUESTIONS
* Am | like the people that Paul describes in Romans chapter 2—have | done
any of the wrong things that they did?

* From what | have learned so far, what does God think about me?




SESSION TWO: BIBLE TEXT (New Century Version)

Romans 1 v 18-23

18. God's anger is shown from heaven against all the evil and wrong things that
people do. By their own evil lives they hide the truth.

19. God shows his anger because some knowledge of him has been made clear
to them. Yes, God has shown himself to them.

20. There are things about him that people cannot see— his eternal power and all
the things that make him God. But since the beginning of the world those things
have been easy to understand by what God has made. So people have no
excuse for the bad things they do.

21. They knew God, but they did not give glory to God, or thank him. Their
thinking became useless. Their foolish minds were filled with darkness.

22. They said they were wise, but they became fools.

23. They traded the glory of God who lives forever for the worship of idols made
to look like earthly people, birds, animals and snakes.

Dictionary

evil (v18) - very bad

eternal (v20) - forever; beyond time and space

excuse (v20) - a reason which tries to explain why you have done something wrong
give glory to God (v21) - show that he is God by the way you behave

foolish (v21) - stupid

traded (v23) - swapped, exchanged

idols (v23) - objects, statues or other things that people treat like God

Romans 1 v 24-32

24. Because they did these things, God left them and let them go their sinful way,
wanting only to do evil. As a result, they became full of sexual sin, using their
bodies wrongly with each other.

25. They traded the truth of God for a lie. They worshipped and served what had
been created instead of the God who created those things, who should be
praised forever. Amen.

26. Because people did those things, God left them and let them do the shameful
things they wanted to do. Women stopped having natural sex and started having
sex with other women.

27. In the same way, men stopped having natural sex and began wanting each
other. Men did shameful things with other men, and in their bodies they received
the punishment for those wrongs.

28. People did not think it was important to have a true knowledge of God. So
God left them and allowed them to have their own worthless thinking and to do
things that they should not do.

29. They are filled with every kind of sin, evil, selfishness and hatred. They are
full of jealousy, murder, fighting, lying, and thinking the worst about each other.

They gossip

10



30. and say evil things about each other. They hate God. They are rude and
conceited and brag about themselves. They invent ways of doing evil. They do
not obey their parents.

31. They are foolish, they do not keep their promises, and they show no kindness
or mercy to others.

32. They know God's law says that those who live like this should die. But they
themselves not only continue to do these evil things, they applaud others who do
them.

Dictionary
sin (v24) - wrong, badness
Amen (v25) - Hebrew word, used at the end of a prayer, means 'Yes, that’s right’

shameful (v26) - something which should make you ashamed

Jealousy (v29) - not wanting other people to have something that you think should be yours
gossip (v29) - lalking in a bad way about other people when they are not there

conceited (v30) - always thinking and talking about how wonderful you are

brag (v30) - say how wonderful you are

obey (v30) - do what someone tells you

applaud (v32) - show someone that you are pleased with them eg: clapping

11
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WHAT IN THE WORLD ARE WE DOING? (Part 2)

Bible Text: Romans 2v 1 and 3 v 9-18

Summary so far:

6 God has spoken clearly to this world in the Holy Scriptures, which tell us about
Jesus.

o God is angry because of all the evil and wrong things that people do.
God shows his anger by letting us do what we want.
God's law says that we should die.

The Big Questions from Session Two:
o Am | like the people that Paul describes in Romans chapter 2—have | done any

of the wrong things that they did?
s From what | have learned so far, what does God think about me?

REMEMBER
* Who are the people Paul has been talking about in chapter one?

* What are they like?

READ THE BIBLE
Read Romans1v24-2v1.
(See Bible Text on p16.)

FIND OUT

R

R

1. What wrong thing are these people in Chapter 2 doing?

2. What does it mean to ‘judge’ someone? (See Luke 6 v 37—p17.)

12




* Can you think of any examples?

K 3. These people in chapter 2 are different to those in chapter 1. In
chapter 1 Paul uses the word ‘they’ (see Romans 1 v 18), but in
chapter 2 he uses the word ‘you’ (see 2 v 1).
Do you think they like the people in chapter 1?

* Do the people in chapter 2 think they are—
a. the same as
b. better than
C. worse than
—the people in chapter 1?

THINK ABOUT IT
Y Who do you think Paul is talking about in chapter 27

READ THE BIBLE
Read Romans 3 v 9-18.
(See Bible Texton p 16.)

FIND OUT
' 5. Who is Paul talking about in chapter 3?

K 6. What does Paul think about these people?

* Can you find a sentence which summarises what Paul thinks?

Q 7. Look at verses 13-18 in the New International Version of the Bible.
13.  “Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice
deceit.”
“The poison of vipers is on their lips.”
14. “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.”

15. “Their feet are swift to shed blood;

13



16.  ruin and misery mark their ways,
17.  and the way of peace they do not know.”

18.  “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”

Dictionary

graves (v 13) A grave is a hole in the ground where you put a
dead body.

deceit (v 13) lies, tricks

vipers (v 13) poisonous snakes

cursing (v 14) promising something bad

bitterness (v 14) refusing to forgive

swift (v 15) quick

shed blood (v 15) fight and hurt people

Verse 16 Wherever they go, they destroy things and make
people unhappy

Paul is like a doctor giving a medical check-up. What does he tell
us about ourselves?

THINK ABOUT IT

) . Chapter 1 talks about people who are bad. Chapter 2 talks about
people who think they are better, but actually, they are guilty of the
same things.
How can ‘good’ people (those in chapter 2) be guilty of the same
things as ‘bad’ people (those in chapter 1)?

Here are some helpful Bible verses (see p17):
* Romans 1v 21

e Matthew 5 v 21-22

e Mark 7 v 6 and 20-23

) Imagine a woman at a supermarket checkout. She has not been
given enough change. She is angry with the shop assistant. She
says the shop assistant has stolen her money. Next time, when she
goes to the supermarket she gets too much change but she
decides she will keep it. She doesn’t think she is stealing because
the supermarket is a large company with lots of money. Can you
think of other examples like this?

14



“ 10. Look again at the things Paul says about people. Are they true?
* Do people worship created things rather than the creator?

* Are people left free by God to do things that they shouldn't do?
* Do we all do wrong things?

* Do we judge other people guilty but still do wrong things
ourselves?

SUMMARY: What this says about me

o God is angry because of all the evil and wrong things that | do.

o If 1 think other people are bad but | am OK, | am wrong. | judge myself guilty
because | do the same wrong things.

o Everyone is guilty of sin—so | am guilty of sin too.

THE BIG QUESTIONS
* Which group of people am | like—chapter 1 or chapter 2?

* Does it make any difference whether | am like chapter 1 people or chapter 2
people?

* From what | have learned so far, what does God think about me?

* From what | have learned so far, how can | be good enough to be friends with

God, who is perfect?

15




SESSION THREE: BIBLE TEXT (New Century Version)

Romans 2v 1

1. If you think you can judge others, you are wrong. When you judge them,
you are really judging yourself guilty, because you do the same things they
do.

Dictionary
judge - look down on other people because you think they are bad
guilty - you are ‘guilty’ if you have done something wrong

Romans 3 v 9-18
9. So are we Jews better than others? No! We have already said that Jews and
those who are not Jews are all guilty of sin.
10. As the Scriptures say:
"There is no one who always does what is right, not even one.
11. There is no one who understands. There is no one who looks to God for help.
12. All have turned away. Together, everyone has become useless. There is no
one who does anything good.; there is not even one. " (from Psalm 14 v 1 - 3)

13. "Their throats are like open graves; they use their tongues for telling lies."
(from Psalm 5 v 9)

“Their words are like snake poison." (from Psalm 140 v 3)
14. "Their mouths are full of cursing and hate." (from Psalm 10 v 7)
15. "They are always ready to kill people.

16. Everywhere they go they cause ruin and misery.
17. They don't know how to live in peace." (from Isaiah 59 v 7-8)

18. "They have no fear of God" (from Psalm 36 v 1)

Dictionary

Psalm (v12) - a song; Psalms is a book of songs in the Old Testament part of the
Bible

Isaiah (v17) - a book written by the prophet Isaiah in the Old Testament part of the
Bible

graves (v13) - a hole in the ground or rock where you put a dead person

cursing (v14) - saying bad things about people, or to them

ruin (v16) - damaging, spoiling or destroying something

misery (v16) - unhappiness

16



Luke 6 v 37

Don’t judge others, and you will not be judged. Don'’t accuse others of being
guilty, and you will not be accused of being guilty. Forgive, and you will be
forgiven.

Romans 1 v 21
They knew God, but they did not give glory to God or thank him...

Matthew 5 v 21 (Jesus speaking)

You have heard that it was said to our people long ago, ‘You must not murder
anyone. Anyone who murders another will be judged.’ But | tell you, if you are
angry with a brother or sister, you will be judged...

Mark 7 v 6 and 20-23
6. Jesus answered, ‘Isaiah [an Old Testament prophet] was right when he spoke

20.

21.

22.

23.

about you hypocrites. He wrote,
“These people show honour to me with words, but their hearts are far from
me. Their worship of me is worthless. The things they teach are nothing
but human rules.”

And Jesus said, ‘The things that come out of people are the things that make
them unclean.

All these evil things begin inside people, in the mind: evil thoughts sexual
sins, stealing, murder, adultery,

greed, evil actions, lying, doing sinful things, jealousy, speaking evil of others,
pride, and foolish living.

All these evil things come from inside and make people unclean.’

17
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WHAT IN THE WORLD IS GOD DOING?

Bible Text: Romans 2 v 1-16

Summary so far:

0

God has spoken clearly to this world in the Holy Scriptures, which tell us about
Jesus.

God is angry because of all the evil and wrong things that people do.

If we think other people are bad but we are OK, we are wrong. We judge ourselves
guilty because we do the same wrong things.

God shows his anger by letting us do what we want.

God's law says that we should die.

The Big Question from Session Three:

0

From what | have learned so far, how can | be good enough to be friends with God,
who is perfect?

REMEMBER
* Look again at Romans 1 v 18. What is God doing now in response to the evil
and wrong things that we all do (our sin)?

READ THE BIBLE
Read Romans 2 v 1-5.
(See Bible Text on p22.)

FIND OUT
: 1. What will God do in the future in response to our sin? (See verse
5.)

Q 2. Why are we wrong to judge other people? (See verse 1.)
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R 3. Whyis God's judging right (v 2)?

Q 4. Who will God judge? (See verses 3-4.)

Q 5. Why doesn't God judge us now? (See verse 4.)
READ THE BIBLE

Read Romans 2 v 6-11.
(See Bible Text on p22.)

FIND OUT

Q 6. How does God judge us? What does he look at? (See verse 6.)

Q 7. What will happen to people who live in the right way? (See verses
7 and 10.)

Q 8. What will happen to people who live in the wrong way? (See verses
8and9.)

THINK ABOUT IT

) Think about what we have learned in Session 3. Does anyone live
in the right way?

FIND OUT
Q 10. Does God judge Jews (who had God's law) and non-dews (who

didn't have God's law) in the same way or differently? (See verses
9-11.)
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READ THE BIBLE
Read Romans 2 v 12-16.
(See Bible Text on p23.)

FIND OUT

Q 11.  How does God judge us? He looks at what we have done (v 6), but
what else does he look at? (See verse 16.)

R 12, Who will do God's judging? (See verse 16.)

* What does that tell us about this person?

Q 13.  What will happen to sinners who do not have God's law? (See
verses 12-13.)

Q 14.  What will happen to sinners who have God's law?

THINK ABOUT IT

) 1s. Why do you think God judges? Why is he angry about sin?

C

16. What would the world be like if people were not punished for doing

wrong?

17. s there always justice in the world? Do good people always have a

good time and do bad people always have a bad time?

* |If there isn't justice in this world, where can we find it? Who can

give complete justice and how?

18. Do you want God to treat you with justice?

* If you have done wrong and God treats you with justice, what will

happen to you?

20



* If you have done wrong, but God forgives you and doesn’t punish
you, can he be just?

SUMMARY: What this says about me

o There is justice in the universe because one day God will punish all the wrong
things that have been done—that includes my wrong.

o God would give eternal life to people who live for God's glory and always
continue to do good BUT none of us live like this, including me.

o God will punish me for the wrong things | have done and for the wrong secret
thoughts that | have had.

o It makes no difference whether | know God's law or not. | have done things
which | know are wrong, so God must punish me because he is just.

o Jesus Christ will do God's judging.

The Big Problem
| want justice but that means God will punish me, so | don't want God to give me
justice.

The Big Questions
* From what | have learned so far, what is the only way to be right with God?

* How can | escape God’s judgment?
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SESSION FOUR: BIBLE TEXT (New Century Version—except verses 7-8)

Romans 2 v 1-5

1. If you think that you can judge others, you are wrong. When you judge them,
you are really judging yourself guilty, because you do the same things they
do.

2. God judges those who do wrong things, and we know that God's judging is
right.

3. You judge those who do wrong, but you do wrong yourselves. Do you think
you will be able to escape the judgment of God?

4. He has been very kind and patient, waiting for you to change, but you think
nothing of his kindness. Perhaps you do not understand that God is kind to
you so you will change your hearts and lives.

5. But you are stubborn and refuse to change, so you are making your own
punishment even greater on the day he shows his anger. On that day all
everyone will see God's right judgments.

Dictionary

Judge (v1) - look down on other people because you think they are bad.
guilty (v1) - you are guilty if you have done something wrong.

stubborn (v5) - someone who will not change their opinion for any reason.
punishment (v5) - paying for your wrong by suffering something bad.

Romans 2 v 6-11

6. God will reward or punish every person for what that person has done.

7. God will give life for ever to people who live for God's glory, for honour and for
life that has no end; to people who live for those things by always continuing
to do good.

8. But God will give punishment and anger to people who are selfish, who refuse
to follow truth and who follow evil.

9. He will give trouble and suffering to everyone who does evil—to the Jews first
and also to those who are not Jews.

10. But he will give glory, honour and peace to everyone who does good—to the
Jews first and also to those who are not Jews.

11. For God judges all people in the same way.

Dictionary

reward (v6) - give a person something good for doing good.
punish (v6) - give a person something bad for doing wrong.

live for God's glory (v7) - live in a way that shows who God is and what he is

like.

Romans 2 v 12-16
12. People who do not have the law and who are sinners will be lost, although
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they do not have the law. And, in the same way, those who have the law and
are sinners will be judged by the law.

13. Hearing the law does not make people right with God. It is those who obey
the law who will be right with him.

14. (Those who are not Jews do not have the law, but when they freely what the
law commands, they are the law for themselves. This is true even though they
do not have the law.

15. They show that in their hearts they know what is right and wrong, just as the
law commands. And they show this by their consciences. Sometimes their
thoughts tell them they did wrong, and sometimes their thoughts tell them
they did right.)

16. All these things will happen on the day when God, through Christ Jesus, will
judge people’s secret thoughts. The Good News that | preach says this.

Dictionary

The law (v12) - God'’s law; laws about how to live and how to have contact with
God, which were given to the Jewish people in the time
of Moses.

sinners (v12) - people who do wrong.

lost (v12) - fo have no hope of getting a reward.

conscience - the feeling that tells us that something that we do is right or wrong.
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WHAT CAN RELIGION DO?

Bible Text: Romans 2 v 17-29 and 3 v 19-20

Summary so far:

6 God has spoken clearly to this world in the Holy Scriptures, which tell us
about Jesus.

o We are all guilty of sin.

o There is justice in the universe only because one day God will punish all the
wrong things that have been done.

o God will punish me for the wrong things | have done and for the wrong secret
thoughts that | have had.

o So far, we have found out that the only way to be acceptable to the perfect
God, is to obey his law. But no one, except Jesus, has done that.

The Big Problem from Session Four:
| want justice but that means God will punish me, so | don't want God to give me
justice.

The Big Question:
How can | escape God's judgment?

READ THE BIBLE
Read Romans 2 v 17-24.
(See Bible Text on p27.)

FIND OUT
Q 1. Who is Paul writing to and about? (See v 17.)

Q 2. What did these people think about the law and what did they do
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with the law? Find verbs in the following verses that are used with
or about the law.

e v17

e vi8
e v20
e v23

Q 3. What did God want the Jews to do with the law?

Q 4. Did the Jews do that? How do you know?

READ THE BIBLE
Read Romans chapter 2 v 25-29.
(See Bible Text on p27.)

FIND OUT
: 5. Does circumcision make a person right with God? (See v 25.)

Q 6. How might non-Jews be made right with God? (See v 26.)
* Does this ever happen?

THINK ABOUT IT

4 What do you think it means to be a true Jew inside and to
have true circumcision done in the heart? (See v 28-29.)

FIND OUT
Q 8. Who helps a person to become a true Jew and to have true
circumcision? (See v 29.)

READ THE BIBLE
Read Romans chapter 3 v 19-20.
(See Bible Text at end of Session Five.)

FIND OUT
: 9. What does the law do?

Q 10. What can't the law do?

THINK ABOUT IT
“’ 11,  Whatdo you think is the purpose of religions?
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* What things do you find in all religions?

Whose law is Paul talking about in these passages?

* Is there anything wrong with this law?

Can anyone be made right with God by trying to follow laws or do
rituals like circumcision?

* Don't these things help you get closer to God?

What can solve the problem of wrong things that you have done,
which God is going to punish?

If you died and God asked you 'Why should | let you into heaven?'
what would you say?

* What are you trusting to make you right with God?

SUMMARY: What this says about me

o We might have, learn, know, teach, and even brag about God's law, but we
can't keep God's law, so even God's law can't make us right with Him.

o God's law only shows us our sin.

o Laws and rituals can't solve the problem of wrong things that we have done,
which God is going to punish.

o We need the Spirit to make us God's people inside.

The Big Questions
* What can solve the problem of the wrong things that | have done, which God
is going to punish?

* How can | be made one of God's people inside?

26




SESSION FIVE: BIBLE TEXT (New Century Version)

Romans chapter 2 v 17 — 29

17.  What about you? You call yourself a Jew. You trust in the law of Moses
and brag that you are close to God.

18.  You know what he wants you to do and what is important, because you
have learned the law.

19.  You think you are a guide for the blind and a light for those who are in
darkness.

20. You think you can show foolish people what is right and teach those who
know nothing. You have the law; so you think you know everything and
have all truth.

21.  You teach other people, so why don't you teach yourself? You tell others
not to steal, but you steal.

22. You say that others must not take part in adultery, but you are guilty of that
sin. You hate idols, but you steal from temples.

23.  You brag about having God's law, but you bring shame to God by breaking
his law,

24.  just as the Scripture says: "Those who are not Jews speak against God's
name because of you."

Dictionary

brag (v17) to show how proud you are

guide (v19) someone who shows the way

blind (v19) can't see

adultery (v22) when a married person has sex with someone who is not their marriage

artner
idols (v22) gbjects, statues or other things that people treat like God
temples (v22) special buildings where people worship

Romans chapter 2 v 25-29

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

If you follow the law, your circumcision has meaning. But if you

break the law, it is as if you were never circumcised.

People who are not Jews are not circumcised, but if they do what the law
says, it is as if they were circumcised.

You Jews have the written law and circumcision, but you break the law. So
those who are not circumcised in their bodies, but still obey the law, will
show that you are guilty.

They can do this because a person is not a true Jew if he is only a Jew in
his physical body; true circumcision is not only on the outside of the body.
A person is a Jew only if he is a Jew inside, true circumcision is done in
the heart by the Spirit, not by the written law. Such a person gets praise
from God rather than from people.
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Dictionary

circumcision (v25) a genital operation (ie; on the part of the body used for sex) done
to males as a sign that they belonged to God's people.
Spirit (v29) The Holy Spirit who is also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of

Christ. The Holy Spirit is one of the three persons of God. (The
other two persons are the LORD, who is also called the Father,
and the Son, who is Jesus.

Romans chapter 3 v 19 - 20

19.  We know that the law’s commands are for those who have the law. This
stops all excuses and brings the whole world under God'’s judgment

20. because no one can be made right with God by following the law. The law
only shows us our sin.

Dictionary
excuses (v19) reasons which try to explain away what you have done.
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GOD AND YOU
(Access for All version)

6

GOD’S GIFT

Bible Text: Romans 3 v 21-31

Summary so far:

6 God has spoken clearly to this world in the Holy Scriptures, which tell us
about Jesus.

o We are all guilty of sin.

o There is justice in the universe only because one day God will punish all the
wrong things that have been done.

o God will punish me for the wrong things that | have done and for the wrong
secret thoughts that | have had.

o Even God's law can't make us right with him, because no one can keep God's
law.

o God's law only shows us our sin.

The Big Question from Session Five:
What can solve the problem of the wrong things that | have done, which God is
going to punish?

THINK ABOUT IT

T How would you finish this sentence?
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God and...

READ THE BIBLE
Read Romans 3 v 21-25a
(See Bible Text at the end of Session Six.)

FIND OUT
' 2. Who is responsible for making us right with God? Whose idea is it?
(See v 21.)

Q 3. What do people need to do if they want to be made right with God?
(Seev 22.))
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Q 4. Who can be made right with God? (See v 22.)

K 5. Look at the word 'justified' (v 24). How does God treat people when
they believe in Christ?

Q 6. Look at the word 'grace' (v 24). Do we have a right to expect that
God must do this?

Q 7. Look at the words 'free gift' (v 24). Do you earn or pay for a gift?

* What does this tell us about God's way to be made right with
him?

Q 8. Look at the words ‘Christ Jesus paid the price to set us free’ (v 24).
This is called ‘redemption’. What 'price' did Jesus Christ pay?

* What 'slavery' can this free us from?

K 9. Look at the word 'sacrifice' (v 25). When Jesus died on the cross,
how was he taking our place?

Q 10.  What do we need to trust in to get right with God? (See v 25.)

THINK ABOUT IT

. 11.  Now how would you finish the sentence from question 17?
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God and...

READ THE BIBLE
Read Romans 3 v 25b-26
(See Bible Text at end of Session Six.)

FIND OUT
K 12.  Look at v 25b. Before the death of Jesus some people might have
said that God was not fair or just. Why?

Q 13. Look at v 26. By giving Jesus to die on the cross, God could do two
things at the same time. What are they?

THINK ABOUT IT

* 14. How does Jesus' death show us that ‘God always does what is right
and fair’ (v 25)?
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15.

How can God be both merciful and just at the same time?

READ THE BIBLE
Read Romans 3 v 27-31.
(See Bible Text at end of Session Six.)

If we are made right with God, can we brag about ourselves? (See
v 28.)

¢ (Can we feel that we are better than others?

Look at v 31. What does the law truly want? (What is the
purpose of the law?)

Faith in the death of Jesus Christ can do something which the law
cannot do. What is that?

THINK ABOUT IT

FIND OUT
Q 186.
Q 17.
Q 18.
10,
D o,
) o,
) oo
)

Can you be forgiven by God because you try to please him and
keep the law? Or are you too sinful for that way to work?

Can you be forgiven by God because Jesus died in your place as a
punishment for your sin? Or are you too sinful for that way to
work?

Is anyone too sinful for God to forgive through Jesus Christ?

Imagine that you died and God asked you: 'Why should | let you
into heaven?' What would you need to say?

How does Jesus' death solve the problem of wrong things that you
have done, which God is going to punish?
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SUMMARY: What this says about me

0

God has a way to make people right with him. This is not by trying to keep the
law but by faith in Jesus Christ.

Before Jesus died everyone was a slave of sin, which meant everyone would
be punished by God. When Jesus died, he paid the price needed to free me
from that slavery.

When Jesus died he was a sacrifice, which means that he died in my place so
that | would not have to die for the things | have done wrong.

If | trust in Jesus Christ and his death to get right with God, God will treat me
as 'Not Guilty".

When Jesus died God was both just and merciful. He was just, because all
sin can be punished at Jesus' death. He was merciful because, if | trust in
Jesus Christ and his death to get right with God, | will not be punished on the
Day of Judgment.

| am too sinful to be forgiven by the perfect God, by trying to please him and
keep the law.

But | can be forgiven by the perfect God, through Jesus Christ dying in my
place as a punishment for my sin.

The Big Questions

Have | put my trust in Jesus’ death, or in something else?

What would happen if | put my faith in Jesus' death?
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SESSION SIX: BIBLE TEXT (New Century Version, except verses 23-26—

NIRV)

Romans chapter 3 v 2-25a

21.

22.

23.
24.

25.

But God has a way to make people right with him without the law, and he
has now shown us that way which the law and the prophets told us about.
God makes people right with himself through their faith in Jesus Christ.
This is true for all who believe in Christ, because all people are the same.
Everyone has sinned. No one measures up to God’s glory.

The free gift of God’s grace makes all of us right [justified] with him. Christ
Jesus paid the price to set us free [redemption].

God gave him as a sacrifice to pay for sins. So he [God] forgives the sins
of those who have faith in his [Jesus’] blood...

Dictionary

the law and the prophets (v21) the Old Testament part of the Bible.

faith (v22) frust in what God has done.

God's glory (v23) God’s goodness and rightness

grace (v24) God’s kindness to people who do not deserve it.
justified (v24) fold (in a law court) that they are 'Not Guilty'.
redemption (v24) the price that needs to be paid for a slave

to be freed.

sacrifice (v25) an animal or person who dies in the

place of someone else.

Romans chapter 3 v 25b-26

25.

26.

....God did all this to prove that he is fair. Because of his mercy he did not
punish people for the sins they had committed before Jesus died for them.
God did this to prove in our own time that he is fair. He proved that he is
right. He also made right with himself those who believe in Jesus.

Romans chapter 3 v 27-31

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

So do we have a reason to brag about ourselves? No! And why not? It is
the way of faith that stops all bragging, not the way of trying to obey the
law.

A person is made right with God through faith, not through obeying the
law.

Is God only the God of the Jews? Is he not also the God of those who are
not Jews?

Of course he is, because there is only one God. He will make Jews right
with him by their faith, and he will also make those who are not Jews right
with him through their faith.

So do we destroy the law by following the way of faith? No! Faith causes
us to be what the law truly wants.
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GOD AND YOU
(Access for All version)

7

RIGHT WITH GOD

Bible Text: Romans 5 v 1-11

Summary so far

0

God has spoken clearly to this world in the Holy Scriptures, which tell us
about Jesus.

We are all guilty of sin

There is justice in the universe only because God will one day punish all the
wrong things that have been done.

God will punish me for the wrong things | have done and for the wrong secret
thoughts that | have had.

Even God's law can't make us right with him, because no one can keep God's
law. God's law only shows us our sin.

BUT God has a way to make people right with him, not by trying to keep the
law but by faith in Jesus Christ and what he did when he died.

When Jesus died he was a sacrifice, which means he died in my place so that
| would not have to die for the things | have done wrong.

If | trust in Jesus and what he did when he died, God will declare me 'Not
Guilty' and | will not be punished on the Day of Judgment.

The Big Question from Session Six:

What would happen if | put my faith in Jesus' death?

READ THE BIBLE
Read Romans 5 v 1-11.
(See Bible Text at end of Session Six.)

FIND OUT

R

1. These verses describe what it is like to be right with God (that is, a
Christian). What does this passage say:
a. has already been done for Christians in the past?
b. Christians have now in the present?
c. Will happen to Christians in the future?

Look at all the verses and fill in the table below.
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PAST

PRESENT FUTURE

Look at verse 1. What sort of relationship does a Christian have
with God?

How is this different from before? (See v 6 and v 10)

Look at verse 2. What sort of life can a Christian have?
Why?

Look at verse 3. Does God promise Christians an easy life?
What is surprising about this verse?

How is this possible?

Look at verse 5. Does a person stay the same or change
when they become a Christian?

How does a Christian change?

Why does a Christian change?

Look at verse 8. How does God show his great love for us?
Look at verse 9. What will Christians be saved from?

Look at verse 10. What can help us be sure that this will happen?
(Also look at Romans 4 v 25: ‘Jesus was given to die for our sins.
And he was raised from death to make us right with God.’)
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) Can you think of an example of reconciliation (making peace with
someone who was once an enemy) from history or your life? What
was it like?

THINK ABOUT IT

. What do you think it would be like to be at peace with God?

“ 10.  Can Christians be sure that they are going to heaven? Give
reasons for your answer.

Summary: what this says about me
o | can have peace with God if | trust in Jesus and what he did when he died.
o | can have the hope (knowing for certain) of sharing God's glory if | trust in
Jesus.
| can have joy in troubles if | trust in Jesus.
God will give me his Holy Spirit and pour out his love into my heart if | trust
Jesus.
o | am made right with God and he makes friends with me if | trust in Jesus.
o | will be saved from God's anger on the Day of Judgment if | trust in Jesus.

The Big Question
Can you say you are at peace with God? Would you like to make friends (be
reconciled) with God?

What next?
If you have understood the Christian Good News and you want to become a
Christian, you can speak to God and tell him something like this:

Dear God,

| know I have lived as your enemy. Thank you that you love me anyway
and sent Jesus to die in my place. Please forgive me and change me.
Please help me to live with Jesus as my Lord from now on.

Amen.

Now keep learning the Christian Good News and keep living what you
learn.
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SESSION SEVEN: BIBLE TEXT (New Century Version)

Bible Text: Romans 5 v 1-11

1.

Since we have been made right with God by our faith, we have peace with
God. This happened through our Lord Jesus Christ,

2. who through our faith has brought us into that blessing of God's grace that
we now enjoy. And we are happy because of the hope we have of sharing
God's glory.

3. We also have joy with our troubles because we know that these troubles
produce patience.

4. And patience produces character, and character produces hope.

5. And this hope will never disappoint us, because God has poured out his
love to fill our hearts. He gave us his love through the Holy Spirit, whom

God has given to us.

6. When we were unable to help ourselves, at the right time, Christ died for

us, although we were living against God.

7. Very few people will die to save the life of someone else. Although
perhaps for a good man someone might possibly die.

8. But God shows his great love for us in this way: Christ died for us while we

were still sinners.

9. So through Christ we will surely be saved from God's anger, because we
have been made right with God by the blood of Christ's death.

10. While we were God's enemies, he made us his friends through the death of
his Son. Surely, now that we are his friends, he will save us through his
Son's life.

11.  And not only that, but now we are also very happy in God through our Lord
Jesus Christ. Through him we are now God's friends again.

Dictionary

faith (v1) frust in what God has done.

Lord (v1) master, king, the one you obey.

blessing (v2) a good thing given by God.

grace (v2) God's kindness to people who do not deserve it.

hope (v2) something wonderful that will happen in the future,

which we are sure about now.
character (v4) A person who can be strong in difficult times has character.
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GOD AND YOU
(Access for All version)

LEADER’S NOTES

General Course Tips

Here are some general tips for running the course that come from past
experience. This is a ‘quick-check’ summary of many things mentioned in the
God and You Training Course. You will probably be able to add your own
suggestions to these after you have led God and You a few times.

1.

Using the published course: If you plan to run an Access for All version
of God and You, you will need to be familiar with the published course,
which contains comprehensive notes for leaders. This is available from
The Good Book Company (ISBN: 1-904889-61-1).

Differences from the published course: The Access for All version

places special emphasis on the use of clear and simple language. This

makes it more suitable for use with internationals not yet fluent in English,

and others who would benefit from this feature. The Access for All version

differs in places from the published version.

. Most importantly, it runs for seven sessions, rather than the original
six. This is because Session Two has been divided into two parts to
make it more manageable.

. It also uses a different Bible version—The New Century Version. All
the relevant passages are available to be printed out with each
session.

. There may be questions that are extra to, or different from the

published version of God and You. For help with answering these,
see Guidance on questions below.

. To make things shorter and simpler, there are no Explore More or
Getting Personal sections or Talkabout questions.

Persevering through the bad news: Participants will need some
encouragement to stick with the course since Sessions 2 to 5 are bad
news. Usually all that is required is an encouragement that good news is
coming, but stress that they do need to hear the bad news first.

Uncovering the truth bit by bit: People may want to talk about Jesus,
forgiveness or anything else they know about Christianity prior to reaching
Session Six (and chapter 3 v 21 in the letter to Romans). It may be useful
to tell them at the beginning that the course runs as if you were on a
deserted island. Each session, it is as if you receive a message in a bottle,
which represents all that you know about the Christian message.
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10.

Reminding people of this each week helps them focus only on what they
have read so far. They are discouraged from adding in bits from their prior
understanding (regardless of whether it is right or wrong). In our
experience, the Bible studies have much greater impact when handled this
way.

Discussions, not talks: God and You sessions are not sermons. The
course is designed for a discussion group, the aim of which is to
encourage people to think for themselves. However, there are parts to
each session, such as the summaries, where it may be helpful for the
leader to give some explanation.

Answering from the passage: When you do the Find Out questions,
keep asking for answers from the passage. Ask questions like: ‘Where do
you find that in the passage?’ or ‘What verse says that?” We have found
that ‘Christianised’ people who have not had a grounding in Bible teaching
will answer without looking at the Bible. In fact, some people even close
the Bible or put the Bible passage aside and then try to answer; you must
constantly encourage people to look at the Bible passage.

Avoiding getting sidetracked: Be careful not to get sidetracked. If there
are subjects that members of the group want to discuss that are taking you
away from the main arguments, then write the subjects down and discuss
them after the session. This means that you won’t dismiss important
questions, but neither will these subjects dominate.

Supplementary questions: You might find that you need to ask extra
questions, to clarify a printed question. You need to know the material well
enough to be able to do that.

Recapping: People doing this course in a second language will probably
need more recapitulation. You may feel that you are saying the same
things again and again, but it will be helpful and the format allows for this.

Encouraging participation: It is worth knowing that many nationalities
come from a culture where teachers, such as a Bible-course leader, are
regarded as respected authority figures who are not to be questioned. This
means that people from these cultures are often reluctant to discuss or
ask questions in front of a teacher, because the implication of asking
questions is that the teacher has not done the job well enough. To get
people participating, it might be helpful sometimes to break the group up
into pairs. In any case, always let people know that questions and
comments are welcomed, and give regular opportunities for these.
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11.  Checking understanding: It can be a mistake to ask people ‘Do you
understand?’ particularly where the participants are of Asian origin, as
they invariably answer ‘Yes’. Instead, try to ask questions that gently
expose whether or not people understand.

12. Format: All the sessions, except Session One, begin with a Summary So
Far. It is important to review the previous session as participants may
have forgotten what was studied. Or they may have thought of questions
in the interim. After the summary, read the Bible text (or the first section
that the session deals with) and go through the Dictionary. Make sure
that everyone understands the vocabulary. Of course, this doesn’t mean
that they will understand the passage, but reassure them that you are
going to work slowly through the verses, bit by bit. Find Out questions
deal with the text, although occasionally, they include a discussion
question. Make sure that everyone understands the text before moving on
to the Think About It questions. Finally, there is a Summary: what this
says about me section, ending with The Big Question(s).

Guidance on questions

Important: These notes for leaders are not comprehensive. They supplement
the published Leader’s Guide, which contains a lot of helpful information; this
includes a one-sentence summary of the theme of each session (The Big Idea),
a survey of important issues that each session raises (The Issues), an overview
of the Bible passage for each session (Summary), and detailed answers to each
question, many of which are replicated in this Access for All version (Guidance
on questions). The Leader’s Guide begins on page 36 of God and You.

Session 1: Who is speaking?
Bible text: Romans 1 v 1-6 and 16-20 (p6)
(Refer to Session 1 in the Leader’s Guide—p 36.)

Q 1: Think about it: An ‘ice-breaker’. As well as speaking and writing, answers
can include sign language, gestures, body language, mime, music, art etc.

Q 2: Think about it: An opportunity to get people with some experience of
other religions to share their knowledge. Gods in other religions commonly
communicate through circumstances, dreams and visions, priests/witch-
doctors etc.

Q 3-4: Think about it: See Q 1 in the Leader’s Guide.

Q5: See Q2 inthe Leader’s Guide.

Q 6: 1. Through creation (v 20). 2. In the Holy Scriptures (v 2).

Q 7: Think about it:
+  What we learn about God from creation is similar to what we can learn

about a person by being in their home ie: we can understand from
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creation the qualities that make God God (eg: His awesome power, His
eternal nature, the fact that He must know everything about us, the fact
that He provides us with everything that we need etc), but there are
many things about Him that we can’t know.

* What we can learn about God from the Holy Scriptures is similar to
getting a letter. It gives us information that we could never deduce
without God revealing it to us (eg: what God’s character is like, what
He wants of us, what He thinks of the way that we live etc).

* |t follows that we can’t get to know God through creation alone.

* And that we need to start reading the Scriptures (the Bible) if we are
serious about getting to know God.

Q 8: The most important thing is the good news about Jesus. See Q 4 in the
Leader’s Guide.

Q9: See Q6 inthe Leader’s Guide.

Q 10: See Q7 in the Leader’s Guide.

Q 11: People hide the truth about God because they live evil lives.

Q 12: Think about it: When asked about what they pray for, most people say
that they ask God for things that they need or want eg: success in exams,
promotion, more money, better health etc. They want God to say that they
can have these things. This question should expose the fact that we are
actually self-centred, and not God-centred at all. When we come to
Romans 1 v 21 in the next session, it will become clear that first of all we
should be thinking about how to glorify and give thanks to God.

Q 13: Think about it: See Q 8 in the Leader’s Guide.

Q 14: Think about it: See Q 11 in the Leader’s Guide. (Note: some of these
ideas may be too complicated to express to English-learners.)

Session 2: What in the world are we doing? (Part 1)
Bible text: Romans 1 v 18-32 (p10)
(Refer to Session 2 in the Leader’s Guide—p 40.)

Note: This session covers the first half only of Session Two in the published
course. This means that the Access for All version does not identify until next
session exactly who the people are that Paul is speaking about in Romans 1 v
18-32. Rather, the aim of this session is to build up a detailed (and distasteful)
picture of paganism. Don’t worry if people in the group do not identify with those
described in the passage —most of us feel superior to the description given in v
28-32. But this attitude will be exposed and dealt with in Session Four.

Q 1: God is angry because of all the evil and wrong things that people do (1 v
18). Be aware that for some internationals the idea that God would feel
emotions such as anger can be very perplexing. Religions such as
Buddhism teach that emotions are weaknesses, and that serenity is the
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Q2:
Q3:

Q 4-5:

Q 6:

Q7:

Q8:
Qo9:
Q 10:

Q11:

ideal. To such people, the idea that God can be angry seems like a
contradiction in terms. Others may automatically equate anger with loss of
temper or self-control. Your group may need to be introduced to the
concept of righteous anger.

See Q 4 in the Leader’s Guide.

This question reviews a key point from Session One. They hide the truth

about God because they are doing wrong things (1 v 18).

More revision questions—see Q 2 in Session One of the Leader’s Guide

(p37).

They should give glory to God (treat him as God) and give thanks to him.

Remind people of what was discussed in answer to Q 12 of Session One,

so that they can see how this is not done.

. They shouldn’t do bad things.

1. They can't think clearly or rightly anymore—their thinking becomes

useless and their minds are filled with darkness (v 21). 2. They can’t

correctly understand themselves anymore —they say they are wise but
they are fools (v 22). 3. They give up worshipping the true God and
worship false gods instead (v 23). Make sure people understand that false
gods can be anything that people put first in their lives, such as careers,
family, education, nation, sport, pleasure etc. After all, there may be
people in your group who come from idol-worshipping cultures, but who
themselves are fairly westernised and secular, in which case they may
wrongly assume that they have nothing to do with idolatry.

See Q 5 in the Leader’s Guide.

Think about it: See Q 5 in the Leader’s Guide.

v 25—they traded the truth of God for a lie. They stopped listening to God

and followed lies instead eg: ‘You don’t need God’. V 26-27 —they gave

up natural sex, and started having unnatural sex. (See The Issues on p 40

of the Leader’s Guide.) V 29-31 —Check that everyone in the group

understands the meaning of the words and phrases used in this list of bad
behaviours.

If people don’t quite ‘get’ the question, point out that this list includes some

behaviours that everyone thinks are very bad (eg: murder), alongside

behaviours that most people think are not so bad (eg: jealousy, lying,
thinking the worst about someone, gossip, or being rude). You could ask
the group: ‘Have you done (X)?’ beginning with the most extreme example

(eg: murder), and then working your way towards those behaviours that

everyone will own up to.

. Remember that different cultures will have different views about
which behaviours are less serious. For example, in eastern and
middle-eastern cultures disobeying your parents may be a far more
serious offence than for westerners. The point is that everyone will
view some of these behaviours as not too bad, whereas God’s
commentary on all of them can be found in v 32.
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Q12:

Q 13:

Q 14:

V 32—‘They know that God’s law says that those who live like this should

die.” We can see this in the way that people feel guilt and condemnation

when they think about God. Rather than loving him or wanting to be with
him, they are afraid of him and, deep down, they wish that he would go
away.

. Knowing that God’s law says that such people should die does not
change people and make them live in a better way. Instead, they
show they are pleased with people who do these wrong things by
applauding them. You may like to give an example eg: drinking too
much alcohol, and then get people to share examples from their
own culture.

Think about it: Allow the group to come up with various answers. Some

people may say very quickly ‘Everyone’, especially Christians who know

the message of the Bible. Although this is the conclusion we will come to
in the next session, we don’t want people to answer this question
superficially, so you could challenge this answer with the question: Where
does it say that? Some people may say that these are the ‘bad’ people in
society, or only those from ‘primitive’ idol-worshipping cultures—don’t try
to correct their thinking in line with Bible teaching straight away, as again,
greater impact can be gained by allowing the next session to expose this
error. If people are stuck for an answer, remind them that Paul was writing
to Christians who were living in Rome. The description in these verses
certainly fitted pagan Roman society.

Think about it: Before you answer this question, read again verses 29-31.

Ask your group if they would be happy for people like this to live next door

to them. This question aims to expose our gut feelings about those

described in this passage —disgust, contempt, condemnation, and a sense
of our own superiority, even though we too may participate in some of the
same behaviour.

Session 3: What in the world are we doing? (Part 2)
Bible text: Romans 2v 1 and 3 v 9-18 (p16)
(Refer to Session 2 in the Leader’s Guide—p 40.)

Q1:

Q2:

These people are judging other people. Note: the word ‘judge’ is
explained in the dictionary and examined in the next question.

Luke 6 v 37 shows us that to judge someone is the same as accusing
them of being guilty (ie: of having done wrong), and is the opposite of
forgiving someone. The people in chapter 2 were doing wrong because
they were acting as if they were the judge in a court. Note: the verb ‘judge’
has a second meaning in English—it means to make an informed opinion
about something eg: when you cross the road you have to judge the
speed of the traffic; when you interview people for a job, you have to judge
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Q 3:

Q 4:
Q5:

Q 6:

Q7:

Q 8:

whether they can do it, etc. This is not the meaning of the word ‘judge’ in 2

vi.

. Examples of judging: 1. 50 years ago in Britain, people would judge
an unmarried mother—people wouldn’t want to be friends with her,
or even give her a job or let her rent accommodation. Her child
could be insulted and mocked. 2. Because of the Islamic terrorist
problem, some people today behave in a similar way to Muslims.
Allow people to share examples from their own culture. The
examples should have in common the fact that people who judge
feel they are better than the person being judged. For that reason,
they don’t want that person to be treated like a normal person, or
even to have contact with them.

From the preceding questions it should be clear that if you judge

someone, you do not like them.

. The correct answer is b.

Think about it: See Q 7 in the Leader’s Guide.

Paul is talking about everyone. Verse 9— ‘We have already said that Jews

and those who are not Jews...’

Get people to pick out striking statements from these verses eg: v 9—they

are ‘all guilty of sin’, v 12— ‘There is no one who does anything good’, v

18— * They have no fear of God’. Note: Some people may find some of

these statements very hard to accept. How can Paul say these things?

See Q 10 in the Leader’s Guide for some ideas on how to lead a

discussion of these statements. See also Q 8 below.

The NIV is used here because it refers to our feet as well as our mouths

and eyes, and so lends itself well to the analogy of a medical check-up.

Paul’s diagnosis is that we use our feet, our mouths and our eyes for evil.

Apart from being memorable, the medical check-up analogy also helps

people to understand the purpose behind Paul’s gathering of these fierce

OT quotations. Paul is not just judging people; he wants us to understand

that we are suffering from a deadly disease, and we need help urgently.

This is why Paul (and this course) spends so much time focusing on the

bad news.

Think about it: The aim of this question is to show people, from the Bible,

the truth of Paul’s statements such as ‘There is no one who does anything

good’ (3 v 12)—statements that people find difficult to accept because we
tend to divide everyone into ‘good’ and ‘bad’. Romans 1 v 21 —So-called

‘good’ people are just as guilty of not giving glory to God as ‘bad’ people.

This is something that our society does not think is relevant when judging

whether someone is good or bad. But this is Paul’s starting point—all the

evil that he lists in Romans chapter 1 starts with not glorifying or thanking

God. Matthew 5 v 21 —According to Jesus, it is not just what we do that

makes us guilty before God, but what we wantto do. Even if our wrong

desires and attitudes stay locked inside our heads, God sees them and
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Qo:

Q 10:

judges them. So-called ‘good people may be more successful at hiding
their wrong desires and attitudes, but they still have them. Mark 7 v 6 —
According to Jesus, God hates hypocrisy. So-called ‘good’ people are
more likely to be religious, but they are also more likely to be hypocrites.
Mark 7 v 20-23—it’s not the outward things that people do (eg: religious
rituals) that make them wrong; it’s the evil thoughts, desires and attitudes
that come from their hearts. This is as true of so-called ‘good’ people as it
is of ‘bad’ people.

Think about it: Driving and parenting are both fertile ground for these
kinds of judgmental and hypocritical attitudes. See Q 9 in the Leader’s
Guide.

Think about it: This question is an opportunity for the group to discuss
whether Paul’s statements fit with their experience of the world.

Session 4: What in the world is God doing? (Part 2)
Bible text: Romans 2 v 1-16 (p22)
(Refer to Session 3 in Leader’s Guide—p 45.)

Note: 1. There are a lot of questions in this session, but a large proportion of

Q1:
Q2:

Q3:
Q 4:

Q5:

Q 6:

them are revision or simple text questions. The last question is probably
the most important question in this Bible-study course, so it is important to
move swiftly through the material and not to miss out the Think It Through
questions at the end.

2. In the Bible Text printed at the end of Session Four, verses 7-8 have
been paraphrased, using the content of the NIV and the vocabulary of the
NCV, as this makes the wording is less open to misunderstanding. The
words in square brackets are used in the NIV, and have been included in
the text because they are helpfully graphic and represent important
themes in the gospel.

See Q 3 in Leader’s Guide.

This question revises what has been learned in the previous session. We
are wrong to judge others because we are guilty of doing the same things.
God is not guilty of doing the same wrong things.

In these verses we can see that he will judge the so-called ‘good’ people —
those who judge others but secretly do the same wrong things (v 3). In
other words, even those people who think (and whom others think) will
escape God’s judgment will in fact be judged by him. If that is true of the
so-called ‘good’ people, then no one can escape God’s judgment.

God doesn’t judge us now because he is kind and patient, and is waiting
for us to change our hearts and lives.

God looks at what every person has done. Question 11 will focus on the
fact that God also looks at our secret thoughts. But for the moment, the
important thing to highlight is that God judges personally and individually.
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Q7:

Q 8:

Qo:

Q 10:
Q11:

Q12:

Q 13:

Q 14:

Q 15:
Q 16:

Q17:
Q 18:

Each of us will be judged for our own deeds, rather than those of our

family, ancestors, ethnic group, government or nation. It is worth

emphasising this because in some cultures there is a far greater emphasis

on collective guilt and shame.

Don’t worry about the fact that this question implies that there are some

people who live in the right way —this issue is covered in Q 9 below. To

people who live in the right way, God will give life for ever (v 7) and glory,

honour and peace (v 10).

To people who live in the wrong way, God will give punishment and anger

(v 8), and trouble and suffering (v 9).

Think about it: See Q 6 (extra questions) and Q 7 and 8 in Leader’s

Guide. Q 6 covers the issue of who qualifies as living the wrong way. Q 7

covers the issue of who qualifies as living the right way. Q 8 deals with the

conclusion.

God judges Jews and non-Jews in the same way. God’s judging is fair.

God judges our secret thoughts. Remind people of the words of Jesus

(Mark 7 v 20-23) that we looked at last session.

God will judge us through Jesus Christ.

. This must mean that Jesus has never done anything wrong;
otherwise, Jesus would be unable to judge us.

Verse 15 tells us that people’s consciences often agree with what God’s

law says about right and wrong, even although those people have never

heard God’s law. Sinners who do not have God’s law will be judged by

their own consciences. See also Q 4 (final paragraph) in the Leader’s

Guide.

Sinners who have God’s law will be judged by the law.

Think about it: See Q 5 (first paragraph) in Leader’s Guide.

Think about it: You could get the discussion started by thinking about

what would happen on the roads if there were no traffic cops or speed

cameras. Or what would happen in schools if teachers refused to enforce

any rules? It may be helpful for you to remind people of what has

happened in situations where people knew that they would not be caught

or punished for doing wrong eg: the 1977 power blackouts in New York,

and the fall of Saddam Hussein’s regime in Iraqg, both of which led to

widespread looting and violence.

Think about it: See Q 9 in Leader’s Guide.

Think about it: See Q 10 in Leader’s Guide.

Session 5: What can religion do?
Bible text: Romans 2 v 17-29 and 3 v 19-20 (p27)
(Refer to Session 4 in Leader’s Guide—p 49.)
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Q1:

Q2:

Q3:
Q 4:

Q5:
Qe6:

Q7:

Q 8:

Qo:

Q10:
Q11:
Q1i2:
Q13:

Paul is writing to Jews. They are Jews who have become Christians, but
Paul is writing to help them understand why they need to be Christians
and should no longer follow the religion of the Jews.

V 17: They trusted in the law, and that led them to brag about how close

they were to God; v 18: they /earned the law and that meant that they

knew what God wanted them to do; v 20: they had the law and they faught
it to others—this made them think that they knew everything; v 23: they
bragged about having God’s law.

God wanted them to obey his law.

The Jews broke God’s law (v 23). We know that because Paul says that

those who were not Jews spoke against God’s name because of the

hypocrisy of the Jews.

See Q 5 in the Leader’s Guide.

A non-Jew could be made right with God by keeping God’s law.

. As we have seen (eg: Session Three: Romans 3 v 9-18), no one is
able to keep God’s law. See Review (1* paragraph) on p 51 of the
Leader’s Guide.

Think about it: The problem with the Jews is that although they have the

outward sign of circumcision, showing that they belong to God’s people,

they are not able to do what he wants ie: to keep his law. True
circumcision done in the heart means that a person’s heart is changed to
want to keep God’s law.

The Holy Spirit helps a person to become a true Jew and have true

circumcision (ie: he changes them so that they want to keep God’s law).

See Q 8 in the Leader’s Guide.

The law can’t make us right with God.

Think about it: See Q 1 in the Leader’s Guide.

Think about it: See Q 9 in the Leader’s Guide.

Think about it: We have all done wrong and are facing God’s right

judgment because of the way each of us have lived—we are in fact God’s

enemies. The New Testament even describes us as ‘dead’ in our sins

(Ephesians 2 v 1) because of the way in which our wrong has cut us off

from the creator of life. Following laws and doing rituals like circumcision

can’t repair our ruined relationship with God and bring us back to ‘life’.

Doing these religious things is just like putting nice clothes on a dead

body! Instead, we need something that will solve the problem of the wrong

that we have done and still do—the wrong that has made us God’s
enemies and ‘dead in our sins’.

. Some religious activities, like reading the Bible, praying, or singing
Christian songs, may help us to understand God, ourselves and the
problem of sin, but none of them change the fact that God must
punish each of us for our sin. (See also Q 10 in the Leader’s
Guide.)
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Q 14: Think about it: At this point in the course, we have not yet learned about
anything that can solve the problem of the wrong things that we have
done, which God must punish. Don’t rush to Jesus yet—allow people in
this and the next question to understand how hopeless our position is. You
can remind people, however, that there is good news coming.

Q 15: Think about it: Allow people to give various answers without commenting.
Most people will begin their answer with the words ‘Because I..."” As we
shall see next session, a summary of the good news is best started with
the words ‘Because Jesus...’

. Help people to see how their answer to this question comes from
their answer to the previous question.

Session 6: God’s gift
Bible text: Romans 3 v 21-31 (p33)
(Refer to Session 5 in Leader’s Guide—p 53.)

Note: In the printed Bible text for Session Six, verses 21-26 are taken from New
International Reader’s Version of the Bible (NIRV), as this is a better
translation for these verses. The rest of the text comes from the New
Century Version.

Q 1: Think about it: The quotation in this question comes from Romans 3 v 21
(NIV). If people know this verse, they should be encouraged to keep quiet
and let others try to finish the sentence. No one will be able to work out the
true ending, and this strikingly illustrates the wonder of the good news.

Note: Questions 2-10 take people systematically through this marvellous

summary of the good news in Romans 3 v 21-26. This looks like a lot of

questions but each question is quite simple to answer, and each adds a small
piece to people’s understanding of the good news.

Q 2: Godis responsible for making us right with him—it is all his idea.

Q 3: We need faithin Jesus Christ if we want to be made right with God.

Q 4: Everyone can be made right with God.

Q5: The word ‘justified’ comes from the NIV, but, in the NCV printed as part of
this course, it has been included in brackets next to the phrase that
replaces it. This is because it is such a graphic and important word in
understanding the good news. Refer to the dictionary definition on p33.
When people believe in Jesus Christ, God treats them as ‘not guilty’. This
is wonderful! We can be free from the fear that God is angry with us and
will punish us. If someone is still afraid of God and expects to be punished
by him, it shows that they do not understand the good news.

Q 6: Refer to the dictionary definition of ‘grace’ on p33. When God treats us as
‘not guilty’, he is showing us kindness that we don’t deserve, because we
are guilty. So we don’t have a right to expect that God must do this. This

48



Q7:

Q 8:

Qo:

Q 10:

Q11:

Q12:

Q 13:

Q 14:
Q 15:
Q 16:
Q17:

means that a true Christian is always someone who is deeply thankful to

God for what he has done. If someone is not thankful to God, it shows that

they do not understand the good news.

Get your group to imagine receiving a gift, but then offering to pay for it. Or

imagine a child offering to do work for free in the month before Christmas,

so they can be sure of getting some Christmas presents!

. Because God’s way of being made right with him is a free gift, there
is nothing we can do to earn it beforehand, or pay for it afterwards.
If someone believes that they can only be right with God by doing
good or religious things, it shows that they have not understood the
good news.

Refer to the dictionary definition of ‘redemption’ on p33. See Q 3 (4™ bullet

point) in Leader’s Guide. The ‘price’ that Jesus paid was his death on the

cross. Note: your group may be unfamiliar with the story of the death of

Jesus. It may be helpful to read out a brief passage from the Gospels

which show that this was no ordinary death. Eg: Matthew 27 v 45-54

refers to the supernatural darkness; Jesus’ cry of abandonment; the fact

that he deliberately gave up his spirit; the temple curtain torn in two, the
earthquakes and resurrections at the moment of Jesus’ death; the
response of the Roman centurion and guards.

. Jesus’ death can free us from our ‘slavery’ to sin, death and
judgment—the bad news that we have learned about over the last
four sessions, about which we can do nothing to help ourselves.

Refer to the dictionary definition of ‘sacrifice’ on p33. When Jesus died on

the cross, he was taking the place of sinners, by being punished for sin

instead of them. See Q 3 (5" bullet point) in the Leader’s Guide.

See Q 3 (6™ bullet point) in the Leader’s Guide.

Think about it: People should now be able to give a different ending to

the sentence in question 1.

In the past, people could say that God was not fair because he had not

punished everyone’s sin.

Through Jesus’ death on the cross, God can be just—all sin can be

punished because Jesus died in the place of sinners. But through Jesus’

death on the cross, God can also be merciful—he can treat people who
put their faith in Jesus and so whose sins have been punished as ‘not
guilty’. Instead, he can forgive them and make them and make them right
with himself. See Qs 5 and 6 (1* paragraph) in the Leader’s Guide.

Think about it: See Q 5 in the Leader’s Guide.

Think about it: See Q 6 in the Leader’s Guide.

See Q 9 in the Leader’s Guide.

This is partly a revision question—we have already looked at the purpose

of the law in Session 5 (questions 9 and 10). The law shows us that we

are sinners and that we can’t do anything to help ourselves. The law
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wants us to put our faith in Jesus and what he did for us in dying on the

Cross.

Q 18: Faith in the death of Jesus Christ can make us right with God—the law
(even God’s law) cannot do that.

Q 19-21:

Think about it: See Q 10 in the Leader’s Guide.

Q 22: Think about it: (See Session 5, Q 15 above.) The correct answer is
something like ‘Because Jesus died on the cross to take the punishment

for my sins.’

Q 23: Think about it: If | put my trust in Jesus and what he did for me in dying
on the cross, God has already punished all my sins. Judgment Day has
already happened for me, and | am now free to be made right with God!
Note: If you have been following the course strictly, this will be the first
time that you can answer this question.

Session 7: Right with God

Bible text: Romans 5 v 1-11 (p37)
(Refer to Session 6 in Leader’s Guide—p 58.)

Q1:

PAST

PRESENT

FUTURE

+ We have been made right with
God (v 1)

+ Christ has brought us into the
blessing of God’s grace (v 2)

+ God has poured out his love to
fill our hearts (v 5)

+ God has given us the Holy
Spirit

« Christ died for us while we
were unable to help ourselves (v
6) / living against God (v 6) /
while we were still sinners (v 8)

* We have been made right with
God by the blood of Christ's
death (v 9)

» While we were God’s enemies,
God made us his friends through
the death of his Son (v 10)

* We have peace with God (v
1)

* We are happy because we
have the hope of sharing
God'’s glory (v 2)

* We have joy with our
troubles (v 3)

* We are God'’s friends (v 10)
* We are happy in God,
through our Lord Jesus
Christ (v 11)

» We will be saved from
God’s anger through Christ (v
9)

+ God will save us through

his Son’s life (v 10)

Q 2: A Christian has peace with God.
. Before becoming a Christian, a person is living against God (v 6)
and is an enemy of God (v 10).
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Q 3: A Christian can be happy.

. Two reasons. God treats a Christian with grace (kindness which we
don’t deserve), not justice (punishment for our sins). And we have
the hope of sharing God’s glory. Note: ‘hope’ means ‘it is certain’,
not ‘it might happen’.

Q 4: No, because this verse tells us that Christians will have troubles.
Becoming a Christian doesn’t mean that our troubles will go away.

. Christians have joy in their troubles.

. See Q 6 in the Leader’s Guide.

Q 5: A person changes when they become a Christian. A Christian is someone
who can talk about two different parts of their life—the time when they
were not a Christian, and the time when they became a Christian and
changed. If someone does not believe that they have changed (because
they have ‘always been a Christian’, it shows that they do not understand
the good news.

. God fills a Christian’s heart with his love.

. A person changes when they become a Christian because God
gives them the Holy Spirit. Becoming a Christian isn’t just changing
your mind, or changing the way you live. God supernaturally
changes the person who becomes a Christian—it is something that
only God can do, and we cannot do.

Q6: See Q7inthe Leader’s Guide.

Q 7: Christians will be saved from God’s anger.

Q 8: V10 tells us that God will save us through his Son’s life. Jesus is alive
again—he rose from death. See Q 9 in the Leader’s Guide (Romans 4 v
25 is printed on p37).

Q9: Think about it: See Q 1 in the Leader’s Guide.

. See Q 3 in the Leader’s Guide.

Q 10: Think about it: See Q 10 in the Leader’s Guide.

What next?

For guidance on how to use the prayer see Session 5, Pray on p57 of the
Leader’s Guide.

At the end of this course you need to think about how to continue to help the
people in your group. See Session 6, Conclusion on p61 of the Leader’s Guide
for some ideas on what to do next. Note: Christianity Explored is available in an
‘English Made Easy’ version, and look out for further Access for All publications
in the future (see www.thegoodbook.co.ukfor further details).
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